
•  In the film, Jesus of Nazareth is convicted of a crime and put to death. Form a 
discussion panel to discuss their reaction to the violence and try to reflect upon the 
relevance for us today.

•  The life of Jesus of Nazareth has had an impact on several major world religions. 
It is inevitable to face the issue of anti-Semitism and the depiction of Jews. Invite 
participants to share with the group their insights regarding the impact of Jesus 
on different world religions and their personal reactions, verse how other people/
cultures might react. 

•  Jesus and the Hebrew high priests are immersed in a culture shaped by the power 
of the Roman Empire. Discuss the effect of military occupation on the language, 
culture, and religion of an occupied area. You may also wish to consider the differences in ancient Roman rules of occupation 
with modern views of occupation.

•  Judas commits suicide before he is able to repair the damage of his actions. One of the great teachings of Jesus is centered on the 
elements of love and forgiveness. Discuss Judas’ role from betrayal to forgiveness and how the group reacted to Judas. 

•  The film opens with a passage from the Book of Isaiah, chapter 53, “He was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our 
iniquities, by His wounds we are healed.” The full quote from Isaiah also includes the line, “the punishment that brought us 
peace was upon him.” Given the graphic nature of the film and its depiction of the violence against Jesus, invite the group to 
consider how this line is supported or refuted by the film itself? 

•  Mary is a key figure in the film. Discuss how her role is depicted and if it is an accurate depiction of her role in the church. 
Discuss what the church teaches about the mother of Jesus and how the film supports that image. Discuss how the disciples of 
Jesus are not as prominent in the film but are important in the Christian faith. 

Passion
1.    How did you react to the violence that was portrayed in the fi lm? 
2.    What did you feel for Jesus as you had to witness his suffering?
3.     Is his suffering and the violence that was depicted in the fi lm 

relevant in the world today?
4.     What do you think Jesus is feeling during his suffering on the 

cross? Does he show any signs of hope?
5.    How does Jesus prepare himself for the suffering to come?
6.     Does Jesus willingly accept his suffering? How do Mary and 

his disciples accept his suffering?

7.     Could Mary have done more to help Jesus in his suffering? 
Why or why not?

8.    How does Jesus disappoint some of his followers?
9.    Why would God who is all-loving allow his son to suffer? 
10.    Do you think God can prevent suffering in the world?
11.    Does God suffer with human-kind?
12.     Why do you think that Jesus had to suffer, why did Jesus 

have to die?
13.     Does watching the death of Jesus make you feel responsible 

for his suffering in any way?

Discussion Questions:

The Passion of the Christ
An epic film focusing on the last 12 hours of Jesus Christ’s Life

The film opens with Jesus contending with Satan in the Garden of Olives after The Last 
Supper. Christ is then betrayed by Judas Iscariot, arrested and accused of blasphemy by 
religious leaders, flogged by the Roman Governor Pontius Pilate and ultimately condemned 
to an excruciating death on the cross.
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Ethics/Justice
14.    Why does Satan tempt Jesus?

15.    Why does Judas betray Jesus?

16.     What meaning do you attribute to the following images in the 

film: the snake in the garden; the crawler in Satan’s nose;  

the rotting animal near Judas in the desert; the bird poking at 

the eyes of the thief; the baby in Satan’s arms?

17.     How does Judas respond to his face-to-face encounter with 

Jesus at the bridge?

18.    Of what crime is Jesus ultimately found guilty?

19.     Pilate asks his wife, “What is truth?” How would you answer 

that question?

20.    Why does the crowd support the release of Barabbas?

21.     Compare and contrast the private nature of the beating Jesus 

received with the public viewing of his crucifixion.  

What, if anything, do you conclude?

22.     During the walk to the crucifixion, why were Mary and 

Veronica the only ones who comforted Jesus?

23.     What was your reaction to Jesus’ departure from the tomb? 

How would you describe the look on his face?

Personal Relationships/Love/Friendship
24.     When Mary, mother of Jesus, awakes in the night, why does 

she ask, “Why is this night different from every other night?” 

How does the other woman, Mary Magdalene, respond?

25.     Compare and contrast Judas’ feelings after betraying Jesus 

with Peter’s response to denying Jesus three times.

26.     How would you describe Jesus’ response to Judas when he is 

arrested?

27.    How would you describe the disciples’ response to Jesus’ arrest?

28.    Why did Jesus’ supporters not rise up in support of him?

29.    Why does Peter deny his association with Jesus?

30.     Jesus said, “Love each other as I have loved you.” How had 

Jesus loved his followers?

31.     Why does Mary continually seek to touch and feel the blood 

of her son Jesus?

32.     What would have been your response if you were Simon and 

had been asked by the Romans to help Jesus carry his cross?

33.    How does Jesus fulfill the words of his teachings?

34.     In the midst of his suffering Jesus tells his mother, “I make all 

things new.” What do you think he means by this statement?

Diversity/Multiculturalism
35.     What is your reaction to the use of subtitles in the film? How 

does it feel to watch a film in a non-English language?

36.    Why does Satan ask Jesus, “Who is your father? Who are you?”

37.    What danger does Jesus pose to the high priests?

38.    Why does Jesus heal the ear of the Hebrew soldier?

39.     Why do the Hebrew guards use so many chains to shackle 

Jesus? Is he a physical threat to them?

40.     Does the movie blame “the Jews” for the death of Jesus? 

Does it make the Romans look better than the Jews?

41.     How do you feel that Jewish people were represented in the 

film? Did you find this presentation offensive or biased?

42.     Does this representation justify the mistreatment of Jews in 

history, in modern time?

43.     How did Jesus’ responses to the questions of Caiphas make 

matters worse?

44.     What flashbacks gave you the best understanding of the 

personality of Jesus?

45.     Were you surprised by the response of the crowd to the 

procession of Jesus and the thieves to the site of the crucifixion?
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